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The PetroVietnam University
English Department 

	1. INSTRUCTOR’S INFORMATION 

	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	2.  GENERAL INFORMATION OF THE SUBJECT

	Course title:
	

	Course code:
	A1

	Number of Credits:
	

	Type of course:
	Compulsory  (      Optional ((

	Prerequisite:
	

	Department in charge:
	


	3. COURSE OVERVIEW 


This is an Academic English course for the first-year students at the PetroVietnam University. During the course, new grammar structures and vocabulary are presented in contexts, followed by different interesting activities so that students will remember and use new language units confidently and naturally.  Learners are encouraged to work in pairs, in groups to develop their teamwork skills as well as communication skills. 
This course adopts the learner-centered approach and learning-by-doing theories supported by Felder and Brent (2003). Assessment is continuous, which allows for a comprehensive view of the extent to which students have met the course objectives and outcomes (Garrison and Ehringhaus, 2007). 

	4. COURSE OBJECTIVES 


By the end of level A1, the students should be able to:

· Link words or groups of words with very basic linear connectors like “and” or “then”
· Write simple phrases and sentences about themselves and imaginary people where they live and what they do

· Understand questions and instructions addressed carefully and slowly to him/her and follow short simple direction

· Show a limited control of a few simple grammatical structures and sentence patterns in a learnt repertoire

· Use an idea of the overall meaning of short texts and utterances on everyday topics of a concrete type to derive the probable meaning of unknown words from the context

· Ask and answer questions about themselves and other people, where they live, people they know, things they have

· Indicate time by such phrases as next week, last Friday, in November, there o’clock

· Reply in an interview to simple direct questions spoken very slowly and clearly in direct non-idiomatic speech about personal details

· Understand instructions addressed carefully and slowly to him/her and follow short, simple directions

· Spell his/her address, nationality and other personal details

· Follow speech which is very slow and carefully articulated, with long pauses for him/her to assimilate meaning

· Produce simple mainly isolated phrases about people and places
· Understand short, simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and basic phrases and re-reading as required

· Ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics

· Write simple isolated phrases and sentences

· Have pronunciation of a very limited repertoire of leant words and phrases and can be understood with some effort by native speakers used to dealing with speakers of his/her language group

· Get the main idea of the content of simpler informational material and short simple descriptions, especially if there is visual support

· Establish basic social contact by using the simplest everyday polite forms of greetings and farewells introductions, saying please, thank you, sorry, etc.

· Ask people for things and give people things

· Handle numbers, quantities, cost and time

· Have a basic repertoire of isolated words and phrases related to particular concrete situations
	5. MATERIALS 


Course books

English 1 for PVU students
Supplementary sources
1. Oxenden, C., & Latham-Koenig, C., & Seligson, P. (2004). New English File: Beginner Student’s Book. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2. Oxenden, C., & Latham-Koenig, C., & Seligson, P. (2004). New English File: Elementary Student’s Book. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
	6. COURSE POLICY


· Regular attendance. Accumulated absences of more than 90 periods will merit an automatic failure.

· Completion of the Midterm test (in week 7) and final test (the exact time to be informed later).

·  Use of a group email address where class announcements will be posted. Students should access their free email account and check their emails regularly. Students can send questions or other messages regarding study matters to the teacher or other classmates via this address.
	7. ASSESSMENT 


	
	Assessment Task
	Mark Allocation
	Deadline
	Assessment Criteria

	PART I
	Midterm Test 
	40%
	Week 7
	In- class exam

	
	Participation
	10%
	
	Attendance, In-class Participation, Teamwork

	PART II
	End-of-term Test
	50%
	
	In- class exam


	8. METHODOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES 


 This course employs the following different but complimentary teaching and learning methods:

· Learner-centered: the course places the learner and learning at the center of all teaching and learning activities.

· Learner autonomy: learners of the course are expected to be active in class and be able to work well on their own. 

· Learning by doing: during the course students will be required to apply what they have learned in various ways.  

· Teamwork: As their cooperation is a pivotal source of learning, learners are expected to cooperate well with their classmates in class and self-study time.
	9. FRAMEWORK FOR THE SYLLABUS 
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